
NEWS  
  

 Peggy Bellamy is having thyroid surgery on Wednesday, 

June 9. Continue to remember her in your prayers——Dona El-

liot has been put on hospice, so keep her and the Traughber fam-

ily in your prayers——Kelly Carrington has battled cancer for 
about three years, and they are planning to start a new chemo 

treatment for her soon, and if that doesn’t work  MD Anderson 

has other options they can use——Judy Hinson has also battled 
cancer for many years and she is still taking chemo. She still has 

to be careful concerning Covid. I don’t——(continued on page 3)

ELDERS 
Bob Arnold      563-2977 

Leon Goff      572-6809 

Richard Montgomery 

             936-577-4819 

DEACONS:      
Ricky Davis      572-9428 

Ken Ferguson      572-4135 

Pat Marshall      572-9347 

 

SERVICES: 

Sunday 
Bible Study      9:45  AM 

Worship    10:30 AM 

Worship      5:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
Ladies Class           10:00 AM 

Bible Study      7:00 PM 

 

PREACHERS: 
Drew Nelson     254-541-3815 

Leon Goff      572-6809 

 

APPOINTMENTS FOR: 

May 30, 2021 

Serving The Lord’s Supper 

Sunday Morning and Evening 

Scripture Reading 
Alec Capel 

 

Song Leader 
Richard Montgomery 

********************************* 

PRAYERS   

 
Sun. AM—Andrew Arnold (Opening) 

  —Thomas Hockaday (Closing) 

         PM—Jerry Wildman (Opening)                     

  —Ricky Davis (Closing) 

********************************** 

Announcements 
 

 A.M.—Paul Chapman 

 P.M.—Paul Chapman 

(call Ken Ferguson if unable to serve) 

Think It Over—If you were to die today...Where would you spend eter-

nity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who are 

weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and need a 

Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended. 
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 In our discussions with friends in the religious world, it is not un-

common to hear people claim that the Holy Spirit has led them to do or to 

say something. Many such people believe strongly that the Holy Spirit leads 

them in a direct manner, separate from the guidance found in the Word. 

When questioned, in most cases, what they really mean by this is that they 

have felt a strong feeling within which led them to say or do something. It is 

always important to test all things by the standard of Scripture. 

 

 On this issue, this is especially important, lest we find ourselves in 

the same position as the false prophets in the days of Ezekiel, “who follow 

their own spirit and have seen nothing” (Ezek. 13:3). 

 

 Are there times in Scripture when the Holy Spirit spoke to Christians 

through a strong feeling? As a test case we can survey the accounts in the 

New Testament in which we are told that the Holy Spirit spoke. As a record 

of the early church, and a history of the Holy Spirit's work in the church, 

how does it describe the Spirit’s guidance to Christians? 

 

 There are six instances in which such direct guidance is re-

corded. The first example relates to the preaching of Philip to the Ethiopian 
nobleman. When he sees the man in his chariot, Scripture tells us: “Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go near and overtake this chariot,’” (Acts 8:29). We 

notice that the Spirit’s communication to Philip was clear, concrete, and in 

the form of a complete sentence. A second example, occurred when Peter 

saw the vision of the sheet lowered from heaven with animals in it. Scripture 

records, “While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, 



 
‘Behold, three men are seeking you. Arise 

therefore, go down and go with them, 

doubting nothing; for I have sent 

them’” (Acts 10:19-20). Here we see two 

complete sentences. One sentence ex-

presses knowledge of things beyond Pe-

ter’s senses (i.e. there were three men). 

The second sentence commands certain 

behavior. These were not just vague feel-

ings. 

 

 Two examples concern the prophet 

Agabus. The first reveals, “And in these 

days prophets came from Jerusalem to 

Antioch. Then one of them, named Aga-

bus, stood up and showed by the Spirit 

that there was going to be a great famine 

throughout all the world, which also hap-

pened in the days of Claudius Cae-

sar” (Acts 11:27-29). 

 

 While this account does not reveal 

the specific words of the Spirit, the nature 

of the revelation indicates a great level of 

specificity. We note that the Spirit re-

vealed to him there would be (1) “a fam-

ine”; (2) it would be “great”; and (3) it 

would span “throughout all the world.” 

The second came when Paul was returning 

to Jerusalem. The text records: And as we 

stayed many days, a certain prophet 

named Agabus came down from Judea. 

When he had come to us, he took Paul’s 

belt, bound his own hands and feet, and 

said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall 

the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who 

owns this belt, and deliver him into the 

hands of the Gentiles’” (Acts 21:10-12). 

 In this revelation there is not only 

a complete sentence but the command 

from the Spirit to the prophet to use a 

prop—Paul’s belt, to illustrate what would 

happen to him. We see this is much more 

than a strong motivation within the heart 

of Agabus. It is clear communication in 

words. 

 

 Two final examples both concern 

Paul. While in Antioch, we learn about 

prophets in the church in that city. Of 

these prophets, Scripture records: “As 

they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the 

Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate to Me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 

have called them’” (Acts 13:2-3). Here the 

Spirit identifies men by name —  

“Barnabas and Saul.” Here the Holy Spirit 

commands their appointment for a spe-

cific work. These are words which were 

spoken, recorded, and understandable. A 

final example, echoes what would be de-

clared  by Agabus. Paul relates: “And see, 

now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, 

not knowing the things that will happen to 

me there, except that the Holy Spirit testi-

fies in every city, saying that chains and 

tribulations await me” (Acts 20:22-23). 

Here, once again, the Spirit uses clear 

words declaring that “chains” and 

“tribulations” await Paul. This was clearly 

not strong feeling, it was communication 

which could be recorded, written down, 

and clearly understood. 

 

 There is no question that the apos-

tles were promised that the Holy Spirit 

would speak through them (Mark 13:11). 

There is also no question that the apostles 

were promised that the Holy Spirit would 

directly guide them (John 16:13). These 

promises were not to all believers. The 

means through which the Holy Spirit 

guides believers in general is through the 

word of God, the “sword of the 

Spirit” (Eph. 6:17). The pattern of Scrip-

ture is that when the Holy Spirit did speak 

directly to believers it was in words, 

which the Holy Spirit speaks” (1 Cor. 

2:13). Any strong inclination of the heart 

which does not follow this pattern cannot 

reliably be viewed as the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit. 

============================== 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be 

complete, thoroughly equipped for every 

good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

 

John being one of the apostles, wrote: 

“We are of God. He who knows God 

hears us; he who is not of God does not 

hear us.” (1 John 4:6). 

============================== 

Singing at Rice Road in Tyler 
 

Next Friday night, June 4th, from 7:00 

to 8:30. Shane Carrington, Jonathan 
Helvey and Boyd King will be the Song 

leaders. If any of you would like to go to 

the singing let us know. There will be 

room to ride with some of us. 

 

An Important Reminder 
 

 If you haven’t already watched the 

facebook and Dowlen Road church mes-

sage of Shane Carrington about suffering 

through the battle with cancer. It will 

strengthen your faith. You can access it by 

going to https://www.facebook.com/

dowlenroadchurchofchrist . 

A Class on Prayer 

 Drew has started a study on the 
subject of Prayer on Wednesday nights in 

the auditorium class. He introduced it this 

past Wednesday night. Its not too late to 

get in on the class. I think it is going to be 

very instructive, encouraging, and helpful 

to us as we live in this broken world with 

all the problems we have. Why not join us 

in this Bible study? 

==========================

NEWS (continued from back page)  

think her doctors have advised her to re-

ceive the vaccination——The Andrew 

Arnold family for some time has been 
passing to each other some type of virus–

—Remember Dale Rockett, Bob Arnold, 

Ricky Davis, Charles Davis, Rance 

Hockaday, Kennneth and Beverly Am-

erson, Kenny Ferguson, June Johnson, 

Randy Blackmon, Teresa Tate, Betty 

Rust, Frank White, William and 

Yvonne White, Willie Don Davis, Judy 

Hinson, and Catherine Moss——

Remember our Shut-ins: James Johnson, 

Betty Rust, and Marion Shurtleff. 


