NEWS

¢ Donna Carson underwent successful shoulder surgery last

week.

e Duane McGough’s father has been moved to a rehab facility
in Borger, TX. Itis unknown how long he will stay there.

¢ Thomas Hockaday continues to recover from his successful
knee surgery.

e Carla Chapman continues to suffer from sciatic pain and
Paul Chapman is recovering from his heart procedure.

(continued on page 3)

ELDERS:
Bob Arnold 563-2977
Leon Goff 572-6809
Kendall Johnson 572-9306
DEACONS:
Ricky Davis 572-9428
Ken Ferguson 572-4135
Pat Marshall 572-9347
SERVICES:
Sunday

Bible Study 9:45 AM
Worship 10:30 AM
Worship 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Ladies Class 10:00 AM
Bible Study 7:00 PM
PREACHERS:
Jared Rogers 682-300-3602
Leon Goff 572-6809

ASSIGNMENTS FOR:
December 4, 2016

Serving The Lord’s Supper
Sunday Morning

Scripture: Paul Chapman
Phil Brown Zach Willeford
Colton Fulmer Enoch Waldrep
Sunday Evening

Phil Brown Zach Willeford
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PRAYERS

Sun. AM—Leon Goff
—Ricky Davis (Closing)
PM—Pat Marshall (Opening)

—Charles Davis (Closing)
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(Opening)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A.M.—Kendall Johnson
P.M.—Kenneth Amerson

(call Pat Marshall if unable to serve)

Think It Over—If you were to die today..Where would you spend
eternity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who
are weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and
need a Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended.

Southside
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 242
Mt. Pleasant, TX 75456

Southside Church of Christ

Bulletin
1220 E. Ferguson Rd. Mt. Pleasant, Texas 75455
(903) 572-2148
Website: www.thesouthsidechurch.com

Volume XXIII November 27, 2016 Number 48

“Leftover Religion”
By: Bubba Garner

Thanksgiving dinner this Thursday means different things to different people. Some
think about it from the standpoint of all the preparation leading into it. Others look
forward to their favorite dishes or desserts or the visiting that goes on during the
meal. Still others anticipate the football game or nap that comes after it’s over. But
there is one thing that just about every Thanksgiving meal has in common: leftovers.

While leftover turkey sandwiches or pumpkin pie are just as good the second time
around, there is a kind of leftover we should avoid at all costs: leftover religion. This is
an attitude of giving to God that which is less than our very best. That’s exactly what
the Lord’s people were doing in the days of the prophet Malachi.

The Israelites had returned from captivity and restored the city walls and the temple
and the proper reverence for the Law. But as was their history, they grew weary of
giving their very best to the Lord. That same danger is present in our pilgrimage. You
either give God what’s right or you give Him what’s leftover.

Leftover religion starts with second-hand faith. The Lord asked His people through
His prophet, “Where is My honor...Where is My respect” (Mal. 1:6)? “Respect”
literally means “fear.” The first generation of Israelites certainly had no trouble
fearing the Lord when He gave the Law at Mt. Sinai. They “trembled and stood at a




distance” (Ex. 20:18). They said to Moses,
“let not God speak to us, lest we
die” (20:19). But in Malachi’s generation,
when God spoke to them, they spoke
back and asked, “How have you loved
us” (Mal. 1:2)? “How have we despised
your name” (Mal. 1:6)? They offered
excuses and tried to justify their
behavior. What happened? They had not
made their faith their own.

Even faith from our fathers must be a
sincere faith. That’s what Paul recognized
about the faith of Timothy. It may have
first dwelt in his grandmother Lois and
then his mother Eunice, but it was a
“sincere faith within you” (2 Tim.

the marketplace, so they gave them to
God. To give such things to their
governor would have been shameful. To
offer such to God was sinful.

Our Father gave a perfect sacrifice for
each one of us. We have been redeemed
with “precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:19). God had myriads
and myriads of angels, but He had one
Son. He gave Him. Do you think He will
be pleased with second-rate
sacrifices? As King David said, “l will not
offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God
which cost me nothing” (2__ Sam.
24:24). Anything less is leftovers.

1:5). Those who have parents and
grandparents who are Christians still have
to have their own faith. Every individual
must make his own stand and say, “As for
me and my house, we will serve the
Lord” (Josh. 24:15). Those who are “first
generation” Christians are a source of
great encouragement in the body of
Christ. They remind their fellow laborers
of the importance and the joy of giving
God what is right.

Leftover religion offers second-rate
sacrifices. “When you present the blind
for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you
present the lame and the sick, is it not
evil” (Mal. 1:8)? The Israelites were
presenting animals that they had no use
for otherwise. They couldn’t sell them in

Leftover religion gives second-best
effort. The attitude of the Israelites in
giving these “sacrifices” was, “‘How
tiresome it is!” And you disdainfully sniff
at it” (Mal. 1:13). That literally reads,
“Behold, it is weariness” or “What
hardship!” We might say it this way:
“Again?!” It should be our pleasure to
serve a God who has blessed us so
richly. But we sometimes act like it is a
burden.

We don’t have any trouble giving our
best effort to everything else we do. It's
good to be industrious and productive at
our jobs, but remember we are to
present ourselves “approved to God as a
workman who does not need to be

ashamed” (2 Tim. 2:15). It’s enjoyable to
have hobbies, but remember we are to
“seek first” the kingdom of God and His
righteousness (Matt. 6:33). That
requires first-rate service.

Thanksgiving leftovers might be
inevitable. But leftover religion
produces second-class Christians. And
where does it go from there? If it gets to
the point that we are not bothered
about giving Him the leftovers, it won’t
be long before we’re not giving Him
anything at all.

Pasadena, TX

11/20/16

(1) Thus says the Lord,

“Heaven is My throne and the earth is

My footstool.

Where then is a house you could build

for Me?

And where is a place that | may rest?

(2) For My hand made all these things,

Thus all these things came into being,”

declares the Lord.

“But to this one | will look,

To him who is humble and contrite of

spirit, and who trembles at My word.
Isaiah 66:1-2

Area Meetings

The Campbell Road church of Christ will
host a youth weekend January 27-29.

Lesson topics and times are available on
the flyer in the foyer.

Sunday Evening Time Change

Beginning next Sunday, December 4, our
Sunday evening worship service will
begin at 5:00 pm.

Holiday Travels

Let’s remember to pray for those who will
be traveling this holiday season.

NEWS (continued from back page)

¢ Continue to remember James
and June Johnson, Willie Don Davis,
Ron Traughber, Judy Hinson, Vivian
Stroman, William White, Catherine
Moss, Wade Miller, David Chapman,
Kris Ferguson Jr., Relda Marshall, Pat
Brown, Charles Kyle, Judy Hinson,
Deborah Brown, Tammy Willeford.

e Remember our Shut-ins: Maurine Lee,
Lelda Thompson, Wanda Sikes.



