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Southside Church of Christ

Paul Chapman has shingles and is obviously in much
pain. He has not felt well enough to be in our recent services——
Clayton Bellamy has been moved to the Skilled Nursing unit on
the fourth floor of the local hospital Room 427. He continues to
have much pain in his back and hips——Lisa Caldwell, Joyce
Willaims’ daughter, recently had surgery in Little Rock, AR to
remove an aneurysm from behind her eye. She is very restricted
on what she can do for two weeks and has to have someone with
her 24 hours a day. Her address is (continued on page 3)

563-2977
572-6809
572-9306

DEACONS:
Ron Burns
Ricky Davis
Ken Ferguson
Pat Marshall

577-9978
572-9428
572-4135
572-9347
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ASSIGNMENTS FOR:
May 24, 2015
Serving The Lord’s Supper
Sunday Morning
Scripture: Paul Chapman
Luke Arnold
Andrew Arnold
Kevin Kanaley
Bobby Burns

Sunday Evening
Luke Arnold
Andrew Arnold
**********************************

SERVICES:

Sunday
9:45 AM
10:30 AM
6:00 PM

Wednesday
Ladies Class
Bible Study

10:00 AM
7:00 PM

PRAYERS
Sun. AM—Tom Davis (Opening)
—Ricky Davis (Closing)
PM—Colton Fulmer (Opening)
—Thomas Hockaday (Closing)
**********************************

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PREACHERS:
Jared Rogers
Leon Goff

717-3788
572-6809

A.M.—–Ken Ferguson
P.M.—–Kendall Johnson
(call Pat Marshall if unable to serve)

Think It Over—If you were to die today...Where would you spend eternity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who are
weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and need a
Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended.
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The Old Testament tells the story of Naaman, an honorable man in the
nation of Syria and captain of the army. But it also says that he was a leper. In
one of his battles against Israel, Naaman had conquered a Jewish girl whom
he had made a servant to his wife in their household. One day the Jewish
maiden suggested to her mistress that if Naaman could be with the prophet in
Israel, he would be healed of his leprosy. At the servant girl’s suggestion
Naaman came to see the prophet and was met by one of his messengers who
told him to dip in the Jordan River seven times and he would be healed. Enraged by such a strange idea, the honorable captain rejected the command.
Later he was persuaded by one of his own servants to obey the command. After dipping the seventh time in the Jordan River, Naaman was healed (2
Kings 5:1-14).
Does anyone read this account and believe that Naaman merited or
earned this gift of healing from God? Does anyone deny that the captain was
healed by the gracious will and blessing of God? The goal of this event was
to display God’s power and convince Naaman “that there is a prophet in Israel” (1 Kings 5:8). It was not to pay a debt or fulfill an obligation to Naaman
for traveling from Syria to Israel and on to the Jordan to dip seven times. The
prominent soldier was made whole by God’s grace—contingent, of course,
on obedient faith.
How could anyone read this story and believe that men who obey God
to be baptized have earned the forgiveness of sins? Why would they not agree
that a baptized believer, in the same way as Naaman, is saved by grace? Does
God owe a man salvation because he walks to the front of an auditorium or

even ten miles to a river to confess Christ
and be baptized? It takes a rather unusual
kind of reasoning to draw this conclusion.
The sense in which the Bible speaks of
salvation by works is that God owes it to
man as a matter of debt if man keeps
God’s law perfectly. Otherwise, “Cursed
is everyone who continues not in all
things that are written in the book of the
law to do them” (see Rom 4:1-8; Gal
3:10-11).
But no man, other than Jesus, has
lived perfectly under God’s law. “All have
sinned, and fall short of the glory of God”
and His perfection (Rom 3:23). This
means that all men by works are under
God’s curse and, as Naaman, must come
to God’s prophet to receive cleansing. The
prophet of God today is Jesus (Heb 1:1-2;
Acts 3:22-23) and all who come to Him
must believe and be baptized. Jesus Himself said: “He that believes and is baptized
shall be saved (Mark 16:16).
The man who walks into the waters of baptism does exactly what Naaman
did. First, he believes both the promise
and command of God. Secondly, he submits to God’s will and obeys Him. This is
what Paul in the epistle to the Romans
called the “obedience of faith.” He tells
the recipients of this letter both at the beginning and end of the letter that the scriptures were revealed to bring the
“obedience of faith” to all nations and that
he was commissioned as an apostle to
teach all nations the “obedience of

faith” (see Rom. 1:5; 16:26). When he
proclaims in this letter the gospel as God’s
power “unto salvation to everyone that
believes” (Rom. 1:16), he has no intentions of eliminating obedience to baptism
or of teaching the reformation theology of
“faith alone.”
But someone might ask: what does
being dipped in water have to do with forgiveness? And what, they could also ask,
did dipping in the Jordan River seven
times have to do with being healed of leprosy? The connection is that men manifest
before God the “obedience of faith” when
they keep His commandments. And men
who by faith are baptized obey God’s
command and receive His promise of forgiveness (see Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts
22:16).
But beyond this, note that baptism
puts believers into Christ: “For as many of
you as were baptized into Christ did put
on Christ” —who Himself is the “gift” of
God’s grace (Gal. 3:26-27); Rom. 5:15).
And, secondly, those “who were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death” —where His blood was shed
(Rom. 6:3-4). When sinners by faith are
baptized into Christ and into His death,
they come to the cross—the ultimate expression of God’s grace (Eph 2:13-18). It
is in Christ Jesus that sinners are redeemed and forgiven by the riches of
God’s grace through the blood of Jesus
(Eph 1:7).
—via Good News

Exceedingly Great & Precious
Promises
“No temptation has overtaken
you except such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, who will not allow
you to be tempted beyond what you are
able, but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape, that you may
be about to bear it” (1 Corinthians
10:13). Aren’t we thankful for this promise?! While the apostle Paul takes away
the excuse we sometimes hear that, “It’s
just more than I can bear!”, we can still
misuse this passage to our own detriment.
One misinterpretation is this Scripture proclaims that the Christian is invincible to sin. The promise that God will not
allow us to be tempted beyond what we
are able does not mean that we no longer
have the choice to succumb to any temptation our adversary uses. Otherwise the
need for elders to “take heed to
(themselves) and to the flock” would be
unnecessary (Acts 20:28).
Another misapplication would be
to think that we should stay and bear under every circumstance of temptation that
comes our way. While some temptations
may be of that nature, as was the story of
Job, not all require our steadfast presence.
Joseph fled from his temptation, leaving
his garment in her hand (Gen. 39:12).
Some temptations require us to leave the
situation and flee (1 Cor. 6:18; 10:14; 2
Tim. 2:22).

God’s promise of not giving us
more than we can handle should give us
courage, patience, as well as the vision to
look for the way of escape.
—Michael Cawthon, The Northside Navigator, Carthage, TX
==============================

Gospel Meeting
Wilson Adams is the speaker in a
meeting at the church in Saratoga, AR,
this Sunday through Wednesday May 1720, 7:00 Weeknights.
==============================
News (continued from back page)
440 FM 1635, Atlanta, TX 75551, if you
would like to send her a card——
Amanda Willeford was sick Wednesday
night and not in our service——Jennifer
Stone was sick last Sunday and not in our
services but was back with us Wednesday
night——Deborah Brown has been diagnosed with another brain tumor. Prayers
are requested——Gerald Winters,
Vivian Stromans son-in-law, is doing well
in his recovery from recent eye surgery—
—James Johnson was not feeling well
enough to be in our service Wednesday
night——Remember Kris Ferguson, Jr.,
Relda Marshall, Pat Brown, Dorothy
and Charles Kyle, Deborah Brown,
Tammy Willeford, and Judy Hinson—
—Remember our Shut-ins: Clayton
Bellamy, Loyd Clark, Shirley Ferguson,
Lenelle Latimer, Maurine Lee, Irma May,
and Lelda Thompson.

