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Charles Kyle underwent his first treatment for leukemia this past
Monday. He is currently struggling with the effects of the
treatments.
Shawna Waldrep’s cousin, Cassidy Howell, is currently in the
hospital in Fort Worth with blood clots in her legs and lungs. She
is 22 years old.
Randy Blackmon was sick with a stomach virus this past
Wednesday and was not able to attend Bible study.
We are entering a season of travel and sickness. Let’s pray for
each other’s safety. (continued on page 3)
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The Importance of the Resurrection
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By Marshall Reid

Serving The Lord’s Supper
Sunday Morning

There is absolutely nothing in Christianity as important as the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the grave. That’s because it is the crux of our faith and our hope. Consider
the following points that Paul made in 1 Corinthians 15.
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If Christ was not raised from the dead:

PRAYERS
Sun. AM—Willie Don Davis (Opening)
—Charles Davis
(Closing)
PM—Randy Blackmon (Opening)
—Bob Arnold
(Closing)
***********************************

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A.M.—–Ken Ferguson
P.M.—–Ron Burns
(call Pat Marshall if unable to serve)

Think It Over—If you were to die today...Where would you spend
eternity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who
are weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and
need a Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended.
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The apostles’ preaching was in vain (vs. 14).

•

The Corinthians’ faith was in vain (vs. 14).

•

The apostles were false witnesses (vs. 15).

•

The Corinthians (as well as all Christians) were still in their sins (vs. 17).

•

Christians who have died have perished forever - they have no hope (vs. 18).

•

Christians are the most pitiable since their hope rests only in this life (vs. 19).

The main point of what Paul is affirming to the Corinthians is that without the
resurrection, Christianity is worthless. There is no point. There is no hope. There is no
reason to preach. There is no reason to suffer persecution on behalf of Christ
(vs. 30-32). It’s all a big waste of time and effort. We might as well “eat and drink, for

tomorrow we die!” (1 Cor. 15:32)
Paul mentioned that if Jesus had not
been raised, then the apostles were
liars. The same is true with Jesus. If Jesus
was not raised, then he was a big, fat
liar. Notice the following claims he made
about his resurrection before he was
crucified.
In John 2:19, he said, “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.” John explains in vs. 21 that “he was
speaking of the temple of His body.”
In John 10:17-18, he said, “I lay down
My life that I may take it again. No one
takes it from Me, but I lay it down of
Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it again.”
While talking with his disciples just
hours before his arrest, he told them, “A
little while, and you will not see Me; and
again a little while, and you will see Me,
because I go to the Father.” John explains
that at the time, they didn’t understand
what Jesus meant, but looking at it from
this side of history, we understand Jesus
was talking about his coming death and
resurrection.
Not only did he claim that he would
rise again, but he claimed that all the
righteous would rise again as well. “This
is the will of the Father who sent Me, that
of all He has given Me I should lose
nothing, but should raise it up at the last
day. And this is the will of Him who sent
Me, that everyone who sees the Son and
believes in Him may have everlasting life;

and I will raise him up at the last
day” (John 6:39-40).
The amazing miracle of raising Lazarus
from the dead was performed specifically
to make this very point. Jesus told
Martha, “‘Your
brother
will
rise
again.’ Martha said to Him, ‘I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection at the
last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes
in Me, though he may die, he shall
live. And whoever lives and believes in
Me shall never die.’” (John 11:23-26).
Jesus made the claim multiple times
that he would die and rise again. If that
didn’t happen, he was a liar. Either that,
or he didn’t have the power he said he
had.
But the fact is that Jesus did rise from
the dead. And that is a guarantee of our
future resurrection. It serves as a
promise that God has the power to raise
us from the dead at the last day, just as
he had the power to raise Christ from the
dead. “But now Christ is risen from the
dead, and has become the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep. For since
by man came death, by Man also came
the resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His coming” (1 Cor.
15:20-23).
Therein
lies
the
hope
of
Christians. Therein lies the reason why

we are Christians. There is more to this
life than just eating and drinking. We’re
more than just another animal that
evolution produced. No, we are the
wonderful creation of a loving God who
wanted to share an eternity with us.
Our creation was an expression of his
love. Because God is love, he desired to
share that love with others. He wants us
to love him in return, but he wants it to
be a voluntary expression on our
part. That’s why he gave us the freedom
to choose. And there’s not much more
beautiful than when man chooses to
return the love that God has shown. Of
course, the ultimate expression of God’s
love was sending Jesus to die for sinful
man (John 3:16). The resurrection is an
expression of that love, also, for in it, he
promises us that we can live with him for
an eternity.
There is a resurrection yet to come our own. But we have to choose to what
kind of life we want to be resurrected. A
life with him, or a life of
punishment? “Do not marvel at this; for
the hour is coming in which all who are in
the graves will hear His voice and come
forth - those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have
done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation” (John 5:28-29).

Area Gospel Meetings
Shane Carrington starts a meeting today
with the Judson Road church in Longview,
TX. The meeting will run through this
Wednesday.
Kris Emerson starts a meeting today with
the Reel Road church in Longview, TX.
The meeting will run through Friday.
==================================
Special Ladies Meeting
The meeting schedule for after evening
services tonight has been CANCELLED.
If you plan to attend the Ladies Day in
January, please sign up in the foyer. Also,
invite someone to attend with you.
==================================
Weekly Ladies’ Class
The Ladies’ Class will meet this
Wednesday, November 5, at 10:00 AM.
==================================
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Continue to remember Christopher
Ferguson Jr., Relda Marshall, Michele
Williams, Maurine Lee, Pat Brown,
Dorothy Kyle, Judy Hinson, Deborah
Brown, Tammy Willeford, Shirley
Ferguson, Ronald Stringer, and Bob
Arnold.
Remember our Shut-ins:
Clayton
Bellamy, Loyd Clark, Maurine Lee,
Irma May, Lelda Thompson, Lanelle
Latimer.

