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Linda Ferrell had successful surgery to remove her appendix
last Thursday. She was able to go home the same day after her
surgery—June Johnson was scheduled to get her stitches out on
Saturday. She is recovering well and getting stronger every
day—James Johnson has been having sinus problems. He went
to the doctor and got a shot and some medicine—Charles and
Carolyn Davis were both sick last Sunday and were not in services. They were able to be here on Wednesday though—
Christine Davis was out last Sunday morning with back pain but
felt like being with us for that evening service—(cont. on p. 3)
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We tend to develop love-hate relationships with mirrors. When we believe we
are looking good, we don’t mind taking a look in the mirror. In fact, we might even be
pleased with what we see. On the other hand, we sometimes deliberately avoid mirrors
because we are afraid of what we might see, and that we might look worse than we fear
we already do.
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Think It Over—If you were to die today...Where would you spend eternity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who are
weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and need a
Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended.

Number 29

By David McClister

Serving The Lord’s Supper
Sunday Morning

Sun. AM—Ron Traughber (Opening)
—Buford Guthrie (Closing)
PM—Andrew Arnold (Opening)
—Robby Gipson (Closing)
***********************************

July 15, 2012

The Problem With Mirrors

ASSIGNMENTS FOR:
July 22, 2012

P.O. Box 242
Mt. Pleasant, TX 75456

9:45 AM
10:30 AM
6:00 PM

Wednesday

Ronald Stringer
Leon Goff

Volume XIX

Southside
Church of Christ

Sunday

Ladies class
Bible Study

815 S. Jefferson St.
Mt. Pleasant, Texas 75455
(903) 572-2148
Website: www.thesouthsidechurch.com

Thomas Hockaday
Ron Burns
**********************************

SERVICES:
Bible Study
Worship
Worship

Bulletin

The thing about mirrors is that they force us to be honest. Unless we are looking
at one of those mirrors that have been intentionally bent to give a distorted look
(remember those in the old amusement parks?), a regular mirror will reveal ourselves to
ourselves without holding anything back. Now there are some things about our appearance that we cannot change (at least not without a good plastic surgeon and a ton of
money), but we use mirrors to check on ourselves and to fix the things we can change
about ourselves.
But here’s the “funny” part. We invent all kinds of ways to avoid the honesty
that the mirror forces upon us. We will take a look at ourselves and see something that
obviously needs our attention, but then we tell ourselves that the problem staring back
at us in the mirror is really not all that bad, or that it is actually acceptable (because suddenly our standards are not as strict as they would normally be). Or we tell ourselves
that even though we see a flaw, that we are not like that every day, that we’re just

having a “bad hair day” (or whatever) on
this particular day. Or we acknowledge the
flaw we see, but we say, “Well, it’s just
the way I am, and people are going to have
to accept it.”
Yet the fact is that if we are not going to be honest about what we see in the
mirror, there is no point in looking in the
mirror at all. Why even bother with it if
you are not going to do something about
the problems you see in your reflection?
One of the most challenging passages in all the Bible must be James 1:2325. “For if anyone is a hearer of the word
and not a doer, he is like a man who looks
at his natural face in a mirror; for once he
has looked at himself and gone away, he
has immediately forgotten what kind of
person he was. But one who looks intently
at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
abides by it, not having become a forgetful
hearer but an effectual doer, this man will
be blessed in what he does.”
Most everything that is true of a
mirror is true of the word of God. It is
meant to be a way for us to consider and
judge ourselves. God has provided it as,
among other things, a way to get us to look
at ourselves and see what is wrong with us.
And like a physical mirror, the word of
God forces us to be honest with ourselves.

In particular, James is making a
point about the difference between a person who only hears the word of God (but
does not obey it), and a person who both
hears and obeys it. The person who hears
God word but does not put it into practice
is like a person who has looked in the mirror and has done nothing about the problems he sees in his reflection. But the person who both hears and obeys is like a person who looks in the mirror and, with honesty, says, “There are some things I need
to change!” He makes the changes in his
life to conform himself to the will of God,
and James says such a person is blessed.

Friends, if we are not going to be
honest with what we see of ourselves and
our flaws in the mirror of God’s word,
then why pick up a Bible in the first
place? Why claim to be obedient children
of God if we are not going to correct our
flaws when God reveals them to us? We
become the people who hear, but do not
do the word of God, and the word of God
actually does us no good.

I got to know James much better
when I took him to his therapy sessions
for his leg at the hospital. Others did this
much more often than I did, but I enjoyed
the few times I had to drive him there and
back home. I enjoyed our conversations,
learning about his history and some
church history. I also enjoyed that ice
cream that he and Joyce would offer to me
after taking him home! He was a joy to be
around and I am thankful that I had the
privilege of knowing him.

The reason for buying a mirror is
to use it, and reason for picking up a Bible
is to obey it. It requires honesty, and we
ignore it only to our peril.

Just as we do with physical mirrors, I fear we also play little games with
ourselves when it comes to looking into
the spiritual mirror of God’s word. The
word reveals to us the spiritual and moral
changes that we need to make; it shows us
what is wrong with us. And like a mirror,
the word of God does not deceive us. It
tells us the truth. But we do not always
like the truth, especially when it means
that we have not measured up as we
should. We don’t like the guilt that comes
from having to be honest with ourselves,
so we tell ourselves that even though we
are not perfect, no one is, or that at least
we are not as bad as others. Or we tell ourselves that we cannot change who we are,
and God should understand that.

-via Biblical Insights, April 2012
==============================

I certainly commend his family for
taking such good care of he and Joyce. It
is a blessing when family members are
willing to sacrifice to help each other.
They were willing to help him when he
was in the hospital, when he was home
recovering, and through all of the difficult
times in his life.

James Williams
Our brother, James Williams,
passed from this life on July 11. He was
in the hospital in Pittsburg when he passed
suffering with Pneumonia and broken ribs.
His dear wife, Joyce, and some other family members were with him when he died.
James had a couple of difficult
years due to his knee replacement surgery
and loss of leg. However, he still faithfully drove himself and Joyce to services
on Sunday. He made every effort to be
here worshipping with the saints. Although it was very difficult for him to do,
he enjoyed coming. In fact, it has only
been a couple of weeks since James led
the closing prayer at the end of our services. He truly is a great example to all of
us who are striving to live as Christians.

We need to think about our lives
and our souls during times like this. We
need to recognize the brevity of life and
our responsibility to serve God. I hope
and pray that we will all strive to be faithful to the Lord. And, I pray for the Williams family during this difficult time.
-Ronald Stringer
==============================
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Let’s remember Relda Marshall as she
undergoes her chemotherapy treatments 3
times a month—Let’s also continually remember Catherine Moss as she is expecting and is on mandatory bed rest—
Remember our Shut-ins: Clayton
Bellamy, Loyd Clark, Irma May, Lelda
Thompson, & Joan Tosh.

