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Relda Marshall remains in Houston and had the biopsy on the
tumor on her pancreas Thursday. She will not hear the results of that
until tomorrow——Austin Cody, Pat and Relda Marshall’s grandson,
was taken to his doctor in Nashville, TN last Monday and it was
learned that he has a hole in his skull that they plan to correct in June—
—Carla Chapman had arthroscopic surgery on her knee Friday and
went home. Because of arthritis and damaged cartilage the doctor was
not able to do all he wanted to——Alicia Hancock has been struggling
with a kidney infection for some time. She was in our services last Sunday, but she was not feeling well Wednesday night——Dalva Allen
was sick last Sunday and not in the services. (continued on page 3)
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PRAYERS
Sun. AM—Paul Chapman (Opening)
—Phil Brown (Closing)
PM—Ron Traughber (Opening
—Pat Marshall (Closing)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
A.M.—–Ken Ferguson
P.M.—–Ken Johnson
(call Pat Marshall if unable to serve)

Think It Over—If you were to die today...Where would you spend eternity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who are
weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and need a
Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended.
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Few religious subjects are more misunderstood. Yet this is a very
important subject. Some form of the word is found 83 times in the New
King James Version of the N.T. God has much to say about it! If God only
addresses a subject once, we should consider it important, but with so many
verses on baptism, we also need to focus clearly on this subject.
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Baptism Misconceptions
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How do you understand any Bible subject? Here are some important
considerations.
1. Find every place the subject occurs.
2. View each verse in its proper context.
3. View each verse in harmony with every other passage on the subject.
Regardless the Bible subject, this will lead you to the truth. Here is
what I have tried to get people to do when studying baptism:
1. Use a concordance to look up every verse where the word is
found.
2. Separate the verses discussing water baptism from other baptisms.
3. Ask, “What is the purpose of baptism in this verse?”
Doing this leads to the truth! On any subject!
Let’s consider some common misconceptions of baptism and what
the Bible really says.

“Sprinkling And Pouring Are Valid
Forms of Baptism.”
This is a common practice in
churches, but in Rom. 6:3,4 and Col.
2:11,12 the text says we are “buried with
Him” when we are baptized. So immersion, not sprinkling or pouring, is what
scripture teaches. And we need to follow
scripture, not human tradition.

baptism had a limited usage for a brief
time, but God wants water baptism taught
until the end of time.

“It is Wrong To Be Baptized Twice.”
“Baptism is to Enter A Denomination.”

Since denominations did not exist
in the first century when scripture was being penned, scriptural baptism could not
have been to put people into denominations. In fact, scripture declares the true
“Infant Baptism is Approved By God.” purpose of baptism today. Both Gal.
3:26,27 and Rom. 6:3,4 declare that we
But Acts 2:38 says
are “baptized into Christ.” It
repentance must come before “He who believes and is bap- is into His fellowship and
baptism, and Mark 16:16 tized will be saved; But he
salvation we are baptized,
says belief must precede it. who does not believe will be not into a man-made relicondemned.” Mark 16:16
Baptism is for sinners who
gious organization. Into what
believe and repent, so infants do not fit. denomination were first century disciples
They are neither sinners, nor can they be- baptized? None, for none existed. Baptism
lieve or repent. So again, regardless what puts us into Christ, not a denomination.
others say, we need to follow scripture by
baptizing people who are proper candi- “Baptism is An Outward sign of An Indates.
ward Salvation.”
“Water Baptism is Combined with
Holy Spirit Baptism.”
This belief is primarily found in
“charismatic” circles. But by the time Paul
wrote Eph. 4:5, he said, there was “one
Lord, one faith, one baptism.” We have no
more right to promote two baptisms than
to promote two Lords. When put in light
of the great commission, we can see that
the “one baptism” God intended to last
until the end of time is water baptism
(Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:16). Holy Spirit

sential to salvation, not an indication of
previous salvation.

Does scripture teach that you are
saved first and baptized later? Or does
God’s word teach baptism as an essential
step in being saved? Read the following
two verses — and every other passage on
the subject — and make up you own
mind. “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent,
and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins…’” (Acts 2:38). “And now why are
you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and
wash away your sins, calling on the name
of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is es-

But that was not the case with disciples in Acts 19:1-5. They found out their
first baptism was not valid, so they were
“baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts
19:5). One scriptural baptism is all that a
person needs to do, but if there are questions or concerns about a previous baptism, they should be baptized scripturally.
God wants us confident, not in doubt.
“Viewing Baptism As Essential Voids
God’s Grace.”
But God’s grace and obedient faith
are partners, not enemies. Read Titus
2:11-14; Gal. 5:6; 3:26-29; Acts 2:38,40,
41. Of these, especially notice these
words: “For you are all the sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ (Gal. 3:26,27). In these
verses we learn that we become sons of
God by faith...when we are baptized.
Trusting God enough to be baptized unto
salvation is a proper response to God’s
grace, not a contradiction. Remember Jericho: “By faith the walls of Jericho fell
down after they were encircled for seven
days” (Heb. 11:30). God’s grace coupled
with their obedient faith led to blessing.
When our faith leads us to respond in
God’s way — baptism for the remission
of sins — He blesses us with salvation.

Conclusion
Baptism is a very important part of
God’s gospel plan for saving us from sin.
Baptism depicts the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. But baptism is also
when God saves us through Jesus’ death,
burial and resurrection. Have you been
baptized … scripturally?
==============================

Two Confessions and Members
Dalva Allen made his confession
of unfaithfulness about two weeks ago and
expressed his desire to be a member of our
spiritual family here at Southside. We
welcome him. His address is 337 Daingerfield, Pittsburg, TX 75686, and phone # is
903-573-1800.
Shirley Bell made confession
Wednesday night, asked for our prayers
and requested to be recognized as a member of Southside. We welcome her into
our spiritual family. Her address is 105 N.
Church, Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455, and
phone # is 870-331-1648.
==============================
NEWS (continued from back page)
Elaine Conradt entered the Pittsburg Hospital Wednesday with pain in her shoulder, neck
and jaw. She had concerns that it might be
heart trouble. She went home Thursday and
will have a stress test Tuesday——Boots
Walker is home from the hospital and doing
better——Shirley Duncan had a scan done in
Tyler on Wednesday——James Johnson fell
Thursday afternoon, broke his collar bone in
two places and was taken to the ER——
Remember our Shut-ins: Clayton Bellamy,
Loyd Clark, Irma May, Lelda Thompson and
Joan Tosh.

