News

Southside Church of Christ

Relda and Pat Marshall went to M.D.Anderson in
Houston Thursday for Relda’s regular checkup concerning the
Pancreatic cancer surgery she had a few years ago——
Catherine, Brantley and Zachary Moss have been suffering
recently with upper respiratory infections——Shawna Waldrep
was not in our services Sunday due to flu like symptoms——
Jeron McCough and Daxon Willeford have also had upper respiratory problems last week——Shirley Duncan's aunt is in the
hospital in Tyler suffering from two recent (continued on page 3)
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Serving The Lord’s Supper
Sunday Morning
Scripture: Kenneth Amerson
Jerry Wildman
Duane McGough
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Jared Rogers 682-300-3602
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Jerry Wildman
Duane McGough
**********************************

PRAYERS
Sun. AM—Andrew Arnold (Opening)
—Richard Tapparo (Closing)
PM—Phil Brown (Opening)
—Charles Davis (Closing)
**********************************

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A.M.—–Ken Ferguson
P.M.—–Thomas Hockaday
(call Pat Marshall if unable to serve)

Think It Over—If you were to die today...Where would you spend eternity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who are
weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and need a
Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended.
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Do Not Believe Every Spirit, 1 John 4:1-6
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“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is
not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little children, you are from God and
have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and
the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to
us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit
of truth and the spirit of error.” (1 John 4:1-6 ESV).
As we begin our study of each of the sections of this letter, we need to keep
in mind John’s overall purpose as stated in 5:13: “I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have
eternal life. And this is the confidence we have toward him…” John is concerned about those “who are trying to deceive” them (2:26) and would therefore take away their confidence.
In chapter three, John repeatedly gave criteria by which the brothers could
know who the children of God are. This offers us a connection to our text:
•
•
•

3:10 “By this it is evident who are the children of God…”
3:14 “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we
love the brothers…”
3:19 “By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our
hearts before him…”

•
•

4:2 “By this you know the Spirit of
God…”
4:6 “By this we know the Spirit of
truth and the spirit of error.”

Throughout the letter, John’s “tests” have
been on the basis of who God is as revealed by Jesus when he “came in the
flesh.” God is light. God is righteous. God
is pure. God is love. Therefore, those who
are born of God are evident because they
“walk in the light,” they “practice righteousness,” they “purify themselves,” do
not “keep on sinning,” and they “love the
brothers.”
Notice the connection between 3:24 and
4:1: “Whoever keeps his commandments
abides in God, and God in him. And by
this we know that he abides in us, by the
Spirit whom he has given us. Beloved, do
not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits…” John’s reason for his warning
is, “for many false prophets have gone out
into the world.” Therefore, John is concerned with what “spirit” the brothers will
listen to. Will it be the spirits of false
prophets or will it be the Spirit of God?
Fortunately there is a test for that. In 3:24,
John already reminded them of one of
those tests: keeping the commandments of
God. God’s commandments are revealed
by the Spirit, which is how we know God
abides in us.
But what are the false prophets teaching?
John identifies the teaching of “those who
went out from us” (2:19), and therefore
how to identify and reject them as brothers. John offers two criteria in this section.

The first is whether a person confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. At
this point, I would urge you to read John
8:31-59. John’s gospel is an excellent basis upon which to understand his epistle,
and specifically this section. In John 8,
Jesus is dealing with the same kind of
people, those who initially believed, but
then rejected his origin and his teaching as
coming from God. While the test of
whether Jesus Christ came in the flesh
seems superficial at first, we need to see
the greater implications to this test. John’s
gospel is based on Jesus coming in the
flesh (1:14). But the point of Jesus Christ
coming in the flesh is that he is the only
one who has seen God, and by coming in
the flesh, the only one who reveals God
(1:18). In 8:42, Jesus argued, “If God
were your Father, you would love me, for
I came from God and I am here. I came
not of my own accord, but he sent me.” In
8:31, Jesus triggered their objections of
him when he said, “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples, and you
will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”
Therefore, the test of Jesus Christ coming
in the flesh has to do with the fact that
coming from the Father into the flesh
makes Jesus the standard of truth and
makes Jesus’ life in the flesh the true revelation of God. That is John’s primary message throughout his letter. This being true,
those who “went out” have no basis upon
which to live their sinful lifestyles and
hate those who live righteously. By the
way, what do people do when their life-

styles are exposed? They hate those who insist
that Jesus is the standard and who live according to that standard. That explains John’s
words in verses 4-5. Those who deny Jesus
Christ came in the flesh “are of the world and
they speak from the world, and the world listens to them.” There are contrasting messages.
Either it is the message of Jesus through the
Spirit or the message of the world, and it
doesn’t take a genius to see the difference.
John’s second test fits the first: “Whoever
knows God listens to us.” John already established the “us” in the text when he opened his
letter with, “we have heard, we have seen
with our eyes, we have looked upon and have
touched with our hands, concerning the word
of life” (1:1). And again, “that which we have
seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so
that you too may have fellowship with
us” (1:3). Therefore the test is, whoever listens to the apostles is of God and whoever
does not listen to the apostles is not from God.
John’s conclusion to that test is very bold:
“By this we know the Spirit of truth and the
spirit of error.” Even our religious world today is filled with people who deny the authority of the apostles’ teaching and the patterns
they left for us.
The Message for Today
Though John’s message had to do with first
century false teachers, the fact that they were
“of the world” and spoke “from the world”
means that their message never changes. The
world’s message is that there is no such thing
as “sin” (who talks about sin any more?) and
that one’s lifestyle is not to be judged. The
world’s message is that the apostolic teaching
of the New Testament is nothing but an ancient document that has no relevance in the
twenty-first century. Indeed, what has

changed? The world continues to teach that
Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh to reveal God and the standards by which man
should live. Just as in the first century, the
world gets their “anointing” from messages
they have received “inflated without cause by
their fleshy minds” (Col.2:18). --Focus Online

==============================

Our Gospel Meeting
We’re only two weeks from our fall
Gospel Meeting, November 13-16. Don
Truex will be the speaker. He was with us a
few years ago. He is very outstanding in the
quality of his lessons and he also has great
communication skills. His lessons are very
Biblical and practical. Let’s be preparing our
hearts for this important event and be talking
about the meeting to our relatives and friends.

==============================

Mary Burns
Today is the last Sunday Mary will be with us
as a member of Southside. She will be truly
missed. She has been a very faithful and devoted worker while with us at Southside.
When something needs to be done Mary is
ready to do it now. She will be an asset and
encourager wherever she is. We don’t want to
lose her, but we wish her the best. She is moving to Waxahachie, TX.
=================================

NEWS (continued from back)
strokes——Remember James Johnson, Willie Don Davis, Ron Traughber, Judy
Hinson, Vivian Stroman, William White,
Catherine Moss, Wade Miller, David Chapman, Kris Ferguson, Jr., Relda Marshall,
Charles Kyle, Pat Brown, Deborah Brown,
Tammy Willeford——Remember our Shutins: Loyd Clark, Maurine Lee, Wanda Sikes
and Lelda Thompson.

