News
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Willie Don Davis was released from ETMC in Tyler this
past Wednesday and was entered into the Green Hill Villas,
Room 319 in Mt. Pleasant. He has made some progress since the
removal of the blood from his skull——Irma May has been
moved from the hospital back to Pleasant Springs Nursing Home.
She is on Hospice. Prayers are requested for her——Randy
Blackmon returned from El Paso last weekend and says he is
doing much better. He hopes to be in our service this morning—
—Dorothy Kyle went home from the (continued on page 3)

563-2977
572-6809
572-9306

DEACONS:
Ricky Davis
Ken Ferguson
Pat Marshall

572-9428
572-4135
572-9347

Volume XXIII
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Serving The Lord’s Supper
Sunday Morning
Scripture: Kenneth Amerson
Luke Arnold
Andrew Arnold
Dayne Stansell
Enoch Waldrep

Sunday Evening
Sunday
Bible Study
Worship
Worship

9:45 AM
10:30 AM
6:00 PM

Wednesday
Ladies Class
Bible Study

10:00 AM
7:00 PM

PREACHERS:
Jared Rogers 682-300-3602
Leon Goff
572-6809

Luke Arnold
Andrew Arnold
**********************************

PRAYERS
Sun. AM—Alec Capel (Opening)
—William White (Closing)
PM—Paul Chapman (Opening)
—Jerry Wildman (Closing)
**********************************

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A.M.—–Leon Goff
P.M.—–Kendall Johnson
(call Pat Marshall if unable to serve)

Think It Over—If you were to die today...Where would you spend eternity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who are
weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and need a
Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended.
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There are many people who consider themselves to be “spiritual, but not
religious.” They “experience” God in the gentle breeze, the rolling hills, the majestic mountains, and the love of friends and family. They consider themselves
to be Christians, in some sense, but want nothing to do with “organized religion.” They don’t want the church and they don’t want the Bible. They want Jesus and they want spiritual experiences, but that is it. If that describes you or
someone you know, allow me to share a few thoughts with you.

God Revealed Through Nature
By Wes McAdams
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A Message to Those Who Are
“Spiritual, But Not Religious”
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There are two ways God reveals Himself to mankind. The first is often
called, “general revelation.” General revelation is what you can know about
God by studying the things He has created. The apostle Paul said: “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have
been made” (Romans 1:20a).
You can learn something of God by standing on a mountaintop and beholding the grandeur of the land stretched out before you, beholding a precious
newborn baby, or even falling deeply in love with someone. When we experience these natural things, we have an overwhelming sense of “awe” giving us
the general impression that God must be “awesome.”
Additionally, deep down in our hearts, we all seem to have a general
sense of morality. Most everyone in the world thinks some things are wrong and
some things are right. Though we may disagree on how to go about it, we all
believe fairness and justice are good things. This sense of morality gives us the
general impression that God must be as upset about suffering, injustice, and cruelty as we are.

The Problem with General Revelation
Therefore, we may assume we know
God after coming down from a mountaintop
experience or after traveling the world and
meeting interesting people. We may assume
we understand God’s will after something like
becoming a parent or becoming a spouse. But
the problem is, all of these assumptions are
just that, assumptions. They are a good place
to start, but a horrible place to stop.
A lot of people believe God approves
of their life choices because they think
they’ve come to know God through their experiences. I recently met a young man like
this. He was living with his girlfriend and believed there was nothing wrong with their fornication because, as he said, “I experience
God through my girlfriend's love.” He was
assuming he had learned enough about God
through general revelation to conclude there
was no such thing as “fornication.”

tance” (1 Timothy 4:9).

General revelation is limited in its
nature. There are things you can know about
God based on general revelation, but you cannot know God’s specific thoughts through
general revelation. Those who assume they
can know God or know God’s will without
“religion,” are sadly mistaken.

You cannot know the thoughts of
God unless you devote yourself to reading
and understanding Scripture (see 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

God Revealed Through Scripture

Not Religious, Not Spiritual

The other way God reveals Himself to
mankind is through, what is called, “special
revelation.” In other words, God has, at times,
communicated through special “inspired” people (see Hebrews 1:1-2). Concerning this, the
apostle Paul wrote, “Who knows a person’s
thoughts except the spirit of that person,
which is in him? So also no one comprehends
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of
God” (1 Corinthians 2:11).

I gave the young man this example: If
you walk into a room and see a man you’ve
never met, you can probably reach several
conclusions about him based on some general
observations. You might say, “That guy seems
friendly. He is talking to everyone in the
room, he is smiling, and he is laughing.” So
you might conclude, “I think he is probably a
nice guy and we could be great friends.”

In context, Paul is explaining why
people should listen to the apostles’ teaching.
He said the apostles had received “the Spirit
who is from God,” so they could understand
the things freely given them from God (v.12).
He said the apostles had “the mind of Christ”
(v. 16). The apostles’ job was to “impart a
secret and hidden wisdom of God” (v. 7). The
Spirit of God revealed to the apostles God’s
secret thoughts. In turn, the apostles imparted
God’s thoughts to others through their teaching, preaching, and writing.

Your impression might be spot on.
But even if it is, you would be out of line to
say, “I’m pretty sure that guy would be ok
with me taking his car keys and taking his car
for a spin.” You cannot determine someone’s
will by simply getting a general impression of
them through simple observation. If you want
to know someone’s will, they have to speak
to you.

So if we want to know the mind of
Christ and the thoughts and wisdom of God,
we must devote ourselves “to the apostles’
teaching” (Acts 2:42). We must receive their
word, “not as the word of men but as what it
really is, the word of God” (1 Thessalonians
2:13). These men “were carried along by the
Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 2:11) and their words are
“trustworthy and deserving of full accep-

It is actually impossible to be spiritual without being religious. Those who
are trying to figure God out through the
natural world are not being spiritual. They
are relying on the physical to teach them
about spiritual. A newborn baby, a warm
embrace, a mountaintop experience are all
physical experiences; they move us
through our physical senses. The only
way to spiritually know God is through
the religion of Christ.
Bible study, worship, fellowship
with the church, and selfless obedience these are spiritual experiences and expressions. Paul said only the spiritually
minded accept the apostles’ teaching and
become a part of Christ’s church. “The
natural person does not accept the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to
him, and he is not able to understand them
because they are spiritually discerned” (1
Corinthians 2:14).
Being in the church, accepting the
teaching of Scripture, assembling together
to worship and study, selflessly giving of
yourself - this is true Christian spirituality.
—via Think on These Things 5/15/16

Vacation Bible School
Bible classes for all ages will be
Monday through Thursday, June 27-30,
10:00 AM. We had very good attendance
last year and look forward to another successful Bible Study. Our study will be
about The Miracles of Jesus.
This Bible school starts just a
week from tomorrow. We commend Jennifer Wildman and all the ladies who have
taken part in the preparation for this series
of Bible studies. Let’s make plans to be in
all the sessions, and let’s invite all we can
to come and share with us in the benefits
of these classes.
==============================
NEWS (continued from back page)
local hospital Wednesday afternoon. She
is doing better——James and June
Johnson are back in their home after being away for several weeks because of
medical problems. They are doing reasonably well——Kent Arnold, Bob’s
brother, passed away last weekend. There
is probably going to be a private service
with the family. We express our sincere
sympathy to Bob and all the loved ones—
—Remember Willie Don Davis, Vivian
Stroman, William White, Catherine
Moss, Wade Miller, David Chapman,
Kris Ferguson, Jr., Relda Marshall,
Dorothy and Charles Kyle, Pat Brown,
Deborah Brown, Tammy Willeford, and
Judy Hinson——Remember our Shutins: Loyd Clark, Shirley Ferguson,
Maurine Lee, Irma May, and Lelda
Thompson.

