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Alicia Hancock has been having health difficulties. She has
been undergoing tests and may have to have surgery in the near
future— Lee Roy Newman, Marion Shurtleff’s brother, is not
making as much progress as they would like. He is 91 years old
and the surgery & recovery has been difficult on him. He has
been moved to the skilled nursing facility at the hospital and is
continuing his rehab there—Kenneth Amerson is doing some
better but they are still trying to get his medicine adjusted—Phil
Brown began having shots for his back problem on Friday. They
are hopeful that this will help his pain (cont. on p. 3)
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Think It Over—If you were to die today...Where would you spend eternity? To all who love God, and to those who do not, but should, to all who are
weary and heavy laden; to all who are lonely and sad; to all who sin and need a
Savior, and to whosoever will come a hearty welcome is extended.
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The second basic statement of the beatitudes is that the kingdom of God does
not yield itself to the “mighty” who seek to take it by force, but it is easily accessible to
the “weak” who yield their cause patiently to God and abandon their own rights for the
sake of others. The world in which the beatitudes were first spoken was not a hospitable
place for such an idea. Seneca, a prominent first-century Stoic philosopher and brother
of Gallio (Acts 18:12), gave expression to the sentiment of his times in the following
words: “Pity is a mental illness induced by the spectacle of other people’s miseries....The sage does not succumb to mental diseases of that sort” (Arnold Toynbee, An
Historian's Approach to Religion, p. 68). Wholly outside the spirit of His age, Jesus announced the blessedness of the meek, the merciful, the peacemakers and the persecuted.
It was not an idea “whose time had come.” It still is not.
“Blessed are the meek” (Matthew 5:5, KJV). In a world of harshness and cruelty, meekness would appear to be a quick way to commit suicide. The violent and selfwilled prevail. The meek are summarily run over. The truth is that in the short run this
may indeed be so. People that are drawn to the kingdom of God must face this. The
gentleness of Jesus did not save Him from the cross. But, ultimately, Jesus teaches us, it
is meekness alone that will survive. The challenge for us is to understand what true
meekness is.

Meekness is not a natural disposition. It is not an inborn mildness of temperament. It is not the obsequious behavior
of a slave whose powerless station forces
him to adopt a servile manner which he
despises and would abandon at the first
opportunity. Meekness is an attitude toward God and others which is the product
of choice. It is a disposition held by a
steely moral resolve at a time when one
may have the power, and the inclination, to
behave otherwise.
Meekness is not an indifference to
evil. Jesus endured with much patience the
assaults made on Him, but He was strong
to defend His Father’s name and will. He
hated iniquity as much as He loved righteousness (Hebrews 1:9). Moses was the
meekest of men when it came to abuse offered to him (Numbers 12:3), but his anger could burn hot against irreverence offered to God (Exodus 32:19). The meek
man may endure mistreatment patiently
(he is not concerned with self-defense) but
he is not passive about evil (Romans
12:9). There is in him a burning hatred for
every false way (Galatians 1:8-9; Psalm
119:104).
Meekness is not weakness. There is
no flabbiness in it. The one who had
72,000 angels at His command (Matthew
26:53) described Himself as “gentle and
lowly in heart” (Matthew 11:29). The

depth of meekness in a man may indeed be
gauged in direct proportion to his ability to
crush his adversaries. Jesus was not meek
because He was powerless. He was meek
because He had His immense power under
the control of great principles—His love
for His Father (John 14:31) and His love
for lost men (Ephesians 5:2). It would
have been far easier for Him to have simply annihilated His foes than to patiently
endure their abuse. He took the hard road.
The meekness of the Son of God is
powerfully demonstrated in His attitude
toward the privileges of His station (“who,
existing in the form of God, counted not
the being on an equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but emptied himself,”
(Philippians 2:6-7 ASV), and in His submission to His Father “though He was a
Son, yet He learned obedience by the
things which He suffered,” (Hebrews 5:8).
He came into the world as a servant. He
emptied Himself for the sake of others.
Although kingdom meekness derives from a new view of oneself in the
presence of God (“poor in spirit”) it's primary emphasis is on a man's view of himself in the presence of others.
“Meekness” (Greek, praus) is
found in the constant company of words
like “lowliness,” “kindness,”
“longsuffering,” “forbearance,” and
“gentleness” (Ephesians 4:2;

Colossians 3:12-13; 2 Timothy 2:24-25;
Titus 3:2; 2 Corinthians 10:1). Even
when applied to our Savior the word
seems to speak to His relationship to men
rather than to His Father (Matthew 11:2830; 2 Corinthians 10:1).
“Meekness” (praus) had a special
use in the ancient Greek world. It was applied to an animal that had been tamed
(Barclay, New Testament Words, p. 241).
The meek man is one who has been tamed
to the yoke of Christ (Matthew
11:29) and, consequently, has taken up the
burdens of other men (Galatians 6:2). He
no longer seeks to take by force even that
which is rightfully his nor attempts to
avenge the injustices done him—not because he is powerless to do so, but because he has submitted his cause to a
higher court (Romans 12:19).Instead he is
concerned to be a blessing, not only to his
brethren (Romans 15:3), but even to his
enemies (Luke 6:27-28).
The meek man has had enough of
himself. He has felt his own ultimate spiritual emptiness and yearned for a right relationship with God. Self-righteousness
has become a disaster and self-will a sickness. The very ideas of self-confidence
and self-assertiveness have become a
stench in his nostrils. He has emptied his
heart of self and filled it with God and
others. Like his Master, he has become the
ultimate servant. And for this very reason

the future belongs to him.
-via “Invitation to a Spiritual Revolution”
=============================

Our New Building
On Wednesday, Kendall gave the congregation an update on our new building. He
informed us that it would probably be
February before we will be able to move
into it. They are almost completely done
with the outside of the building. They
have put up the drywall inside as well.
This project is getting closer to the end
and we can look forward to having a functional church building for many more
years.
=============================

Thank You!
We want to give a special thank you to
Leon, Kenneth, and Kevin who raked the
leaves around the building. There are several members who do behind-the-scenes
work and we appreciate them! It is necessary for all of us to do our part.
=============================
NEWS (cont. from back page)
Ronald Stringer is continuing his rehab
sessions and should begin his weekly shot
this week. It has been a difficult process
to get the injection approved, but everything has finally been taken care of—Lets
always keep in mind those who are struggling with disease and difficulty: Relda
Marshall, David Hill, Pat Brown, Deborah Brown Reed, and Tammy Willeford—Let’s also remember our Shut-ins:
Clayton Bellamy, Loyd Clark, Irma May,
Lelda Thompson, Bettye Mitchell & Joan
Tosh.

